
ON YOUR HOLIDAYS
23 WAYS TO SAVE MONEY 



It's likely that one of the biggest expenses of your
jolly holiday will be flights. But don't fall for the
rookie error of simply searching 'cheap flights' on
Google and going for the first thing that comes up.
Take your time, check multiple airlines and compare
prices to find the ones that offer the best value for
money on flights.
Skyscanner and Momondo are both great websites
for finding the top deals available. Both have handy
features to indicate if you'd save any cash by flying
on a different day of the week – a good option if
you're able to be a bit flexible.

1 BUY CHEAP FLIGHTS WITH
PRICE COMPARISON SEARCH
ENGINES

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/how-to-get-cheap-flights-as-a-student.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/skyscanner
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/momondo


The most common mistake that adds money
unnecessarily to your holiday is going over the hand
baggage allowance.
A bargain £30 flight to Paris can suddenly double in
cost if you don't stay within the baggage weight and
size limits. Read the airline's flight T&Cs carefully, or
you might end up having to pay a fine or wear the
contents of your suitcase instead.
And if you're worried you might've gone a bit
overboard with packing, invest in some luggage
scales to check you're safely within the restrictions.
They're a godsend, trust us.

2 KEEP WITHIN THE LUGGAGE
ALLOWANCES

https://www.savethestudent.org/news/frugal-passenger-avoids-easyjet-baggage-fees-by-wearing-everything-he-owns.html
https://amzn.to/2GmsRMJ


If you're flying with a budget airline, you might find
your cheap flight prices are quickly dwarfed by a
growing list of extra costs to pay for.
For example, you might decide to pay extra to book
a seat, so you can guarantee that you'll be able to sit
with your friends and family.
In other cases though, purchases like drinks, food
and earplugs can really easily be avoided if you
make sure to bring your own. While you're not
allowed to take liquids over 100ml on a plane, it's not
a coincidence that they sell alcohol miniatures
aplenty in duty-free! (just saying).
You can also take your own food through security,
so stock up on sandwiches before you go to avoid
extortionate prices.

3 AVOID EXTRA IN-FLIGHT
COSTS

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/how-to-get-cheap-flights-as-a-student.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/save-money/food-drink/student-recipes/lunch-time-super-savers-sandwiches.html


If you don't mind a longer journey and you're not
travelling too far, it's definitely worth checking out
trains and cheap coaches instead of flying abroad.
Particularly if you're going on a trip to France or
Belgium, check out offers on the Channel Tunnel
and ferry crossings – you never know when you
could snap up a bargain.
And you could actually make travelling part of the
holiday fun and go interrailing across Europe.

4 TRAVEL BY COACH OR TRAIN
INSTEAD OF FLYING

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/cheap-coach-travel.html


Insurance is a pretty essential cost on holiday –
you'd be kicking yourself if you ended up injured on
a skiing holiday with zero coverage.
At the very least, you should always make sure
you've got a valid European Health Insurance Card
(EHIC) or its post-Brexit replacement, the UK Global
Health Insurance Card (GHIC). Like the EHIC, the
GHIC is still free, so there really is no excuse – just
apply online.
The EHIC and GHIC will cover you for state
healthcare within the EU, allowing you to access
treatments for free or at a reduced cost. Keep in
mind that an existing EHIC or new GHIC card can't
be used in Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein or
Switzerland. However, in Norway, you can use a UK
passport to get healthcare that's medically
necessary, such as emergency treatment.
The cards aren't replacements for travel insurance –
you might think it's going to add on big bucks, but
choose wisely and you'll only have to shell out a few
quid.

5 GET AFFORDABLE TRAVEL
INSURANCE

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/10-ways-to-save-money-on-skiing-holidays.html
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/healthcare-abroad/apply-for-a-free-uk-global-health-insurance-card-ghic/


If you're looking for a little bit of luxury in your life
but can't afford the hefty price tag, have a gander at
some private sales websites.
Sites like Voyage Privé, Secret Escapes and even the
Top Secret section on Lastminute.com can offer
luxury bargains with up to 70% off the usual price
tag.
You will have to sign up for these websites and they
won't appear on price comparison websites, but it's
worth spending a little extra time to check them as
you could really cut down your overall holiday costs.

6 FIND DEALS ON PRIVATE
TRAVEL SALES

https://www.savethestudent.org/out/voyage-prive
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/secretescapes
https://www.savethestudent.org/go-to?data=0xF7PJiHrxzTjclIWwB0HMlZbxA01YzULMDHnxl5vMBV1wl5fgzPX2BO1cCHvgAJzKmLWwz2fMC0zKmLCMCV5cDUvgz1r3CLHgDLzxyZ5YD3DNrYuIrYusqZuYCWrhDOjIoIWMC1jclIiMtqbvA5iIoIqwA1jclIidn3q2y2ytm4qMn40YmWetoTuMz4qtlXuMmM1sz5eto2iMm3iIoIqwAJDMiSiImXCZm4utm5aJm1ytmIOJiKL2CIWIiYeZnZGtnXKdmYuJnXiIoIywzYjYE&afflink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awin1.com%2Fcread.php%3Fawinmid%3D4329%26awinaffid%3D95750%26clickref%3D%26p%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.lastminute.com%2Fsite%2Ftravel%2Fhotels%2Fdeals%2Ftop-secret.html%253Fintcmp%253Dmainhpb_top_1_hotels_topsecret_merc%2F


We all love the luxury of hotels but is it really worth
the cash when there are so many cheaper
accommodation options available?
Often, you can save money by booking a place to
stay on Airbnb – particularly if you haggle on the
cost. Rather than booking instantly, contact the host
first and see if the price is flexible. 

If you're on a seriously tight budget, couch surfing
can save you a lot of money, and it's a great way to
make friends with locals.
Or, if you're prepared to spend a bit longer
searching, you could even bag free accommodation. 

Do take some care with private rentals though –
always check the reviews of a place first and only
book through trusted sites.

7 BOOK LOW-COST TYPES OF
ACCOMMODATION

https://www.savethestudent.org/out/airbnb
https://www.savethestudent.org/shopping/how-to-haggle-like-a-pro.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/couchsurfing


Granted, you'll have to forgo some luxury, but
hostels are a great option for your holiday and (for
the most part) they're clean and safe. Plus, like
couch surfing, they're a great way to meet other
holiday-goers.
If you're put off by the idea of sharing a bunk room
with strangers, it's worth looking into getting a
private room in a hostel – they're usually still much
cheaper than hotel rooms.
Sites like HostelWorld and YHA are a great place to
start, letting you compare various hostels across the
globe.
We recommend searching for the best prices on
these comparison sites and then checking the price
with the hostel directly – sometimes it can work out
cheaper, or they can offer you a discount as they
won't have to pay commission to the comparison
site.

8 STAY IN HOSTELS

https://www.savethestudent.org/out/couchsurfing
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/hostelworld
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/yha


No holiday of a lifetime would be complete without
your best friends to share it with – and travelling
with them as a group can bring the cost down too.
Sharing rooms and booking in groups will often
lower costs – or even better, if you've got any friends
living abroad, you can crash at theirs.
But we wouldn't recommend recruiting any old
acquaintances to come on holiday with you just to
keep costs down. If you don't get along swimmingly,
this can have a disastrous effect on your time away –
stick to friends you know you'll travel well with.

9 TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS FOR
GROUP-BOOKING DISCOUNTS



There's nothing worse than saving huge chunks of
money on your summer holiday, only to clock up a
hefty hundred-pound bill on your phone contract
afterwards.
Between 2017 and 2020, your data would've cost the
same in the EU as it would at home. But since Brexit,
UK operators have started to re-introduce roaming
charges. It's best to check with your provider before
going abroad to see how much it would cost to use
your data abroad.
Smartphones, for all their wonderful traits, are like
black holes for data as apps will be rattling through
your allowance even when you're not actively using
them.
That said, if you go for a cheap one-month SIM-only
plan with a good data allowance, you may be able to
get away with leaving your roaming on while you're
away (as long as you don't mind having a different
number while you're out there).

10 TURN OFF YOUR DATA
ROAMING

https://www.savethestudent.org/bills-utilities/mobilephones/sim-only-deals.html


It's all very well knowing your passport is safely
stowed in your knicker drawer, but have you
checked it's still in date?
Not only will you be unable to travel if your passport
has expired, but many countries will refuse you
entry if there's six months or less left before you
need to renew.
Renewal fees jump massively if you need a short
turnaround, so avoid any nasty surprises by making
sure you have this covered well in advance.

11 CHECK YOUR PASSPORT'S
EXPIRY DATE



Planning a holiday can be a complicated game,
especially with the need to compare prices and pull
all of the trip's components together.
Make sure you check out package holidays too, with
First Choice generally being one of the... first
choices. Some package holidays can be a lot
cheaper than trips where transport and
accommodation are bought and paid for separately.
You'll be amazed at how much you can save by
opting for an all-inclusive package, particularly as
your meals and drinks are included in the price.
Some companies such as Invasion even run student-
specific package holidays.

12 BOOK BARGAIN PACKAGE
HOLIDAYS

https://www.savethestudent.org/out/firstchoice
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/invasion_amsterdam


It might be tempting to think that you just need to
pop to the Post Office to exchange currency and
your travel money's sorted. But, alas, there are a few
more things you'll need to consider if you want to
save as much money as possible on your holiday.
For starters, it's important to bear in mind that if you
lose cash, most travel insurance policies will only
cover you for a small fraction.
To avoid this issue, we recommend looking into app-
based bank accounts that are free to use abroad
(unlike normal debit cards) so they're super
convenient for travel (you can even disable them
yourself using the app if you lose your card at any
point).
Once you've set your holiday spending budget, you
can pop the balance on your prepaid card and keep
an eye on your spending using your smartphone.

13 GET CHEAPER TRAVEL
MONEY

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/cheap-student-travel-insurance.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/money/best-digital-app-banks.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/money/student-budgeting/student-budgeting.html


Doing some research before you go to a new
destination can save you lots of time, money and
heated debates on what to do when you're there.
Before going on holiday, try using a language app to
learn some key phrases in the local language of the
area you'll be staying in. Not only is this respectful to
the locals, but it could also help you find out from
the people you meet there which places to visit
nearby.

It's also worth investing in a guidebook (Rough
Guides and Lonely Planet books are some of the
best) and planning which key attractions you want
to visit and how much they'll cost – sometimes you
can save money by booking tickets online in
advance.
Plus, guidebooks will highlight which areas are the
tourist hotspots (where prices are highest) and
which areas offer better value for money.

14 LEARN ABOUT THE LOCAL
AREA AND LANGUAGE
BEFORE ARRIVING

https://www.savethestudent.org/student-deals/free-stuff/learn-a-language-for-free.html
https://amzn.to/38CDmp0
https://amzn.to/2vbVXKb


Travel accessories and toiletries can really add up in
cost, so if you have a fair few things to buy before
you go, get yourself down to your local pound shop.
Do remember to be smart with these stores though,
and don't fall for the common misconception that if
it has a £1 price tag on it, it must be a great deal. For
example, hand sanitiser might only be 50p in the
chemist, but it's £1 in the pound store.
Sun cream from pound stores can be a goer, but you
need to be careful. Make sure it comes with a UVA
sticker and has a high enough SPF (15 is the
recommended minimum). If there's no expiry date
on the bottle, put it back on the shelf!
Or, if you don't feel confident buying sun cream
from the local pound store, try your local
supermarket instead of chemists (which tend to
charge the most).

15 BUY TRAVEL NECESSITIES IN
POUND SHOPS



Wondering when the best time to book a holiday is?
It varies, but if you've got set dates and a set
destination in mind, booking in advance is almost
always going to be your best option.
However, if you're pretty flexible on dates and even
location, then keeping an eye out for any last-
minute deals might pay off. You'll need to sign up
for the relevant newsletters and keep tabs on some
Facebook pages to snap these deals up when they
become available, though.
Also bear in mind that, for peak dates in the
summer holidays, it's highly unlikely that many
options will become cheaper the longer you wait as
these dates are most in demand.
For flights, the first four months of the year are often
the best time to book, especially during the January
sales. Also, avoid flying out on Fridays (the most
popular day) and try unusual trip lengths (not seven
or 14 days) to find the best prices.

16 BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY IN
ADVANCE

https://www.savethestudent.org/shopping/january-sales.html


You won't want to lug massive bottles of shampoo
and conditioner around with you, and if you're flying
with hand luggage only, any bottles over 100ml
won't be an option anyway.
Avoid spending over the odds on travel-size
toiletries – we all know these are complete rip-offs,
no matter how convenient they are to buy. Instead,
pick up a pack of empty mini bottles for a few quid,
decanting what you need into those.
Don't forget to label them though, or you might end
up brushing your teeth with shampoo at some
point.

17 BUY CHEAP TRAVEL
TOILETRIES

https://amzn.to/2iCWbhB


There's an app for pretty much everything you could
ever want these days, so it's worth doing a bit of
research to find ones that help you cut the cost of
your holiday.
Of course, there are the obvious perks of Google
Translate – including photographing text and having
it translated instantly. This can help you avoid
accidentally buying the wrong things, as you can
translate menus and product labels in shops.
Google Maps is also a godsend, as you can now
download maps of your area in advance so you don't
waste data when you're out and about.
Foursquare is a great addition to your app collection
as it finds bars, cafes and restaurants in your
surrounding area that are rated by locals and other
Foursquare users. It's a bit like TripAdvisor, but its
users are generally younger, meaning the ratings
are more reliable for other young travellers.
Also recommended is downloading free tour guide
apps. Organised tours can cost a fortune on holiday,
so you can save loads of money by using apps like
Pocketguide that let you walk at your own pace,
and learn about your holiday location along the way.

18 DOWNLOAD FREE TRAVEL
APPS

https://foursquare.com/explore
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/tripadvisor
https://pocketguideapp.com/


Being flexible with when you travel can help you
find the best deals for your holiday.
Try to stay off-season with your bookings – that
means steering clear of school holiday dates, bank
holidays and half-terms, as tour operators will really
hike up the prices then. 
The cheapest times to travel would be national
holiday days, as few people want to travel on New
Year's Eve or Christmas day, for example. But it is
worth asking yourself: do you either?

19 BE FLEXIBLE WITH DATES



If you're blessed with the ability to fall asleep
anywhere, it makes sense to book an overnight
flight or crossing.
Many operators will slash prices at inconvenient
times, but if you reckon you could sleep through
them, you'll still end up with a decent night's kip,
while saving a good amount of money – ideal.

20TRAVEL DURING THE NIGHT



Rather than jetting off abroad, it's worth looking
into keeping it more local and going for a
'staycation' instead.
There are so many great places to visit on this fair
isle (we're four countries in one, after all) so you've
got plenty to choose from. You could consider a city
break, or something super chilled like a cottage in
the countryside with your friends.
This will save you splashing out on flights, as you
could get the train or a coach, or even share a lift in
the car and split the petrol money.
At least you won't have to exchange your cash into a
different currency before you set off (although don't
hold your breath for good weather).

21 TRY A STACATION INSTEAD
OF GOING ABROAD

https://www.savethestudent.org/city/london-student-city-guide.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/5-top-tips-for-cheap-rail-travel.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/cheap-coach-travel.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/learning-to-drive-and-buying-your-first-car.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/spending-abroad.html


If you're a student you could be eligible for a variety
of discounts abroad as well as at home. 
Not only can you use student discount to book your
holiday, but your student ID could also help you
save money while you're there.
It might not be the first thing you think to pack, but
your student card can still work its magic when
you're abroad – especially when it comes to
museums, galleries and other tourist attractions.
£14.99 will get you a one-year TOTUM membership.
The membership includes a digital International
Student Identity Card (ISIC) card and can get you
heaps of discounts here in the UK, and also while
you're abroad.
TOTUM cards now come with PASS ID so they can
also be used to prove your age – this is particularly
useful when you're travelling, as it means you can
avoid using (and losing) your passport or driving
licence as ID while you're out.

22TAKE STUDENT ID WITH YOU
ON HOLIDAY

https://www.savethestudent.org/student-deals/travel-holidays
https://www.savethestudent.org/out/totum_content
https://www.isic.org/


Now that we've covered how you might save money
on your holiday, here's how you can earn some cash
too. The best way of doing this is by taking up a
summer job abroad or even doing a gap year to
make it a longer-term trip.
There are loads of jobs out there for holidaymakers,
like working as a club rep and doing bar work. Or,
you could even take on a longer-term role like
teaching English abroad (although admittedly this
kind of crosses the line from holidaying to
emigrating).
You could also consider working in hostels, as well
as staying in them (but we recommend trying to
secure the jobs before you leave the UK). Or, you
could have a look at the working holiday
opportunities on workaway.info.

23EARN MONEY ON HOLIDAY

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/cheap-
holiday-money-saving-tips.html

https://www.savethestudent.org/travel/gap-year-ideas.html
https://www.savethestudent.org/student-jobs/a-guide-to-tefl-teaching-english-abroad.html
https://www.workaway.info/

